
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL PALYNOLOGICAL CONFERENCE 

ne IV International Palvnological Confe rence w2s held at the Birbal Sahni Insti-

ute of Palacobotany, Lucknow from 29th December 1976 to 5th January 197, oC 

utlrey Seven delegates from foreign countries participate d in this ConferencoC. The 

cOuntries represented by their delegates were, France (23), U.S.A. (22), U.S.5.R. (14), 

.(2), the Netherlands (11), Australia (10), Germany (9), Can2da (6), Belgium (), 

Japan (4), Sweden (4), Switzerland (4), Czechoslovekia (2), Norway (2) and cne cach 

rom Denmark, Hungary, Iran, Italy, Nigeria, Madagascar, Singapore, Turkey, and vene-

Zucla. Besides, 200 Indian delegates representing Geological Survey of India, Ol and 

Natural Gas Commission, Physical Rese arch Laboratory, V. P. Chest Institute, Bose 

Kesearch Institute, Oil India Ltd., Bee Research Institute, National Botanic Gardens, 

French Institute and many Universitics and R.esearch Laboratories attende d this Con-

ference 
About one hundred and ten foreign delegates participated in the Pre- and Post-

Conterence excursions in South, North-Western, Central and East India. 

The Confercnce was inaugurated on 29th December, 1976. Prof. T.S. Sadasivan, 

the Chairman, Governing Body of Birbal Sahni Institute of Palacobotany welcomed the 

delegates. Mr. N. F. Huglhes, President of International Commission for Palynology 

presented the insignia of the Conference General President to Dr. D. C. Bharadwaj and 

those of Divisional Presidents to Dr. P. K. K. Nair, Mr. A. K. Ghosh, Dr. B. S. Venkatachala, 

Dr. Vishnu-Mittre, Dr. Suirm:l Chand and Dr. D. N. Shivpuri for Divisions I-VI 

respectively. The General President d-livered the Presidentie.l address on the theme, 

The Sigificance of Evolution in Palynology". 
Shri K. D. Malaviya, Hon'ble Minister for Pctroleum, who was to inaugurate the 

Conference, cculd not come for the occasion. However, he addressed the dclegates of 

the Cone rence on 31.12.1976 instead. 
On 3.1.1977, the delegates also attende d a special function of the Pa.laeobotanical 

Society addre ssed by Shri K. C. Pant, then Hon'ble minister for Energy in the Govern-

nent of India. 

The subjects discussed during the Conferencc covered some fundamental aspects such 

as the morphology, taxonomy, physiology and evolution of palynomorphs, and the vege 

tational history and such applied aspects as the use of palynology in oil and coal explora-

tion, allergy, medicine, melittology and agriculture besides dating of rocks and problems 

of stratigraphical boundaries. 

The scienific deliberatiors of the Conference, grouped in 6 divisions, were conducted 

under 29 symposia and non-symposia sessions. The six divisions were : 

Div. Morphology, Taxonomy and Physiology Spores and Pollen grains. 

Div. I1-Morphology and Taxonomy: Dinoflagellates, Acritarchs, Diatoms, Cocco 
liths, Chitinozoa, Radiolarians and Microforams. 

Div. I11-Palynological Stratigraphy & Exploration of Fossil Fucls. 

Div. IVQurteraary Palynology. 
Div. V-Palynologicl Data Handling and Palacogcography. 

Div. VI-Palyaology in Medicine, Agriculture, Forcstry, etc. 
In all, 292 research papers were presented. Besides, 5 plenary lecturcs and 5 speci2l 

lecrures on different aspects related to pelynology, were also delivered by distinguisled 
scientists of India and abroad. This conference provided an opportunity for the paly-
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ologists to exchange views, to prese nt the highlights of their researches and to disc uss 

important issues concerning palynology. 
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PALYNOLOGY 

The International Commission for Palynology, under the auspices of which IV Inter 
national Palynological Confcrence was held at Lucknow, was constituted at Novosibirsk 
USSR) in 1971. The commission unanimously selected its Prcsident in Mr. N. F. Hughes 
Cambridge), three Vice-Presidents in Dr. D. C. Bharadwaj (Lucknow) for the IV I.P.C., 
ro. M. I. Neustædt (Moscow) for Palacopalynology, Mr. J. Muller (Leiden) for Actuo 

palynology, four members in Prof. F. P. Jonker (Past President), Prof. E. D. Zaklinskaya, 
Dr. P. K. K. Nair and Dr. S. Archangelsky. 
nominate five members including the Secretary, keeping in view that a belanced regional 

representation was obtaincd. 

The President was authorized to 

The President nominated Prof. K. Facgri (Norway), Prof. 
Pacltova (Cacchoslovakia), Prof. A. Traverse (U.S.A.), Prof. G. Norris (Canada) and 

Dr. M. Muir (England -Secretary). 
climinated Japan, while increasing the weightage to the european continent. The Presi 

dent also decided to restrict the responsibilities of Prof. M. L. Neustadt to Quaternary 

Palynology and assuming charge of rest of the scope under Palacopalynology himself. 
The commission was charged with the responsibility of promoting international colla-

boration in palynological research thurough working groups and that of drafting its consti 
tution to be adopted at Lucknow session by members of the IV I.P.C.. The President 

approved of some working groups and rejected a number of proposels from various quarters. 

The constitution was drafted after cliciting opinion from the active national or regional 

palynological organizations. The final draft was circulated in October, 1976. The con-

stitution drawn up purported to be a federation of Regional, National and Specialist Socie ties 

of palynologists. 

Taking for granted that the draft constitution would be adopted at the IV IPC, the 

President procceded under its tentative provisions to elect the President of the next 

Conmission. In his ICP/CLl4, dated 19th May, 1976, the President circulated-

4. Nomination for President 1977-I bclieve that this council should endeavour to reach 

a unanimous nomination for President, and should make an announcement before the 

Lucknow meeting, so that continuity of ofice may be preserved. Such procedure is also 

consistant with para 8 of the Draft Constitution of September 1975, which we hope to adopt 

The nominations under-represented U.S.A. and 

in Lucknow. 

(a) I suggest that the sclcction for nomination should bc based on the promise of 

active scrvice to ICP rather than on honour or reward for past services. 

(I) I suggest that the new President should not comc from West Europe, USSR or 

India, all of which have been closely involved in 1CP or conference organisa-
tion in the last ten years. 

Will all Council members please write to me in the next month with thcir comments 

and suggestions for the next President. I will correlate and circulate the results in the 

next Council Letter.* 

This has been an anti-international act by the Presidert of an International body. It 

materially affected the chances of the countries including India in the election of the 

Ultimately the draft constitution was adopted at Lucknow and 
President that followed. 

the new 1CP formaHy constituted. 
D. C. BHARADWAJ 

Past Vice-President 

133 
Geophytology, 7 (1) 



ADDENDA 

Geophytology. 
LELE, K. M. (1976). Palae oclimatic implications of Gondwana Floras. 

6 (2): 207-229. 

Page Text-figure Redrawn Jrom 

Chandra, S. (1974)-Aspects and Appraisal of Indian Palaeobotany, 

Lucknow : 126-153, all leaf forms except Noeggerathiopsis. 

Chandra, S. (1974)--Aspects and Appraisal of Indian Palaeobotany, 

Lucknow : 126-153 & 62-72. 

Feistmantel, O. (1881)-slightly modificd. 

Maithy, P. K. (1975)-Palaeobotanist. 22(1): 29-38. 

Srivastava, S. G. (1974)--Aspects and Approisal af Indian 

Palaeobotany, Lucknow: 179-188. 

Bose, M. N. & Srivastava, S. C. (1971)-Palaeobotanist. 

19(1) 41-51 
Lele, 
Bose, M. N. & 

143-154. 
Bosc, M. 

16(1): 1-9. 

Bose, M. N. & Srivastava, S. C. (1970)-Palaeobotanist. 

18 (2): 215-217. 
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(1962)-Palaeobotanist. 10 (1, 2) 42-62 

(1960)-Palaeobotanist. 
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N. & Roy, S. K. (1968)-Palaeobotanist. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST INDIAN GEOPHYTOLOGICAL CONFERENCE 

Approximate400 pages. 
Price: Individuals-Rs. 60.00 (Inland), U. S. $ 10.00 (Foreign). 

Institutional-Rs. 90.00 (Inland), U. S. $ 15.00 (Foreign). 

A collection of papers on diverse aspects of Botany and Geology as: 

palaeobotany and palynology, morphology and taxonomy, archaeobotany, strati-

graphy, sedimentology, biopetrology, palacontology, including contributions 

two symposia entitled 

(a) Climatic vicissitudes in India during the Gondwana times, and 

(6) Soil-Plant relationship. 

To be available for distribution in January, 1978. Orders may be placed with 

your book-seller or directly to The Secretary, Palaeobotanical Society, 53, University Road, 

Lucknow226007, India. 

Important Publications in Geophytology-Volumes I to VI 

Following is the subject-wise list of some authors in six volumes (12 numbers) of 

Geophytology (1971-1976). 

Palaeobotany-C. A. Arnold, D. I. Axelrod, S. B. Bhatia, M. N. Bose, S. D. Chitaley, 
T. M. Harris, V. A. Krassilov, R. N. Lakhanpal, B. Lundblad, T. S. Mahabale, 
H. K. Maheshwari, P. K. Maithy, S. V. Meyen, U. Prakash, A. R. Rao, 

K. R. Surange, B. S. Trivedi, V. A. Vakharmeev. 

Palynology (Living & fossil)-D. C. Bharadwaj, M. N. Bose, R. Harland, K. P. Jain, R. K. 

Kar, K. M. Lele, H. K. Maheshwari, L. A. Rilley, S. C. D. Sah, W. A. S. 

Sarjeant, J. Taugourdeau-Lantz, R. S. Tiwari, B. S. Venkatachala, Vishnu-

Mittre. 

Botany D. D. Awasthi (Lichens), M. S. Balakrishnan (Algac), T. S. Mahabale, 

D. D. Pant (Pteridophytes), J. N. Rai, B. B. Sharma (Fungi), B. S. Trivedi, 

B. K. Verma (Angiosperms), A. R. Rao (Gymnosperms), Ram Udar (Bryophytes). 

Archaeobotany-N. Awasthi, S. B. Lal, U. Prakash, R. V. Sitholey, Vishnu-Mittre. 

Stratigraphy-D. a. Bharadwaj, A. R. Bhattacharya, R. C. Misra, K. S. Pandey. 

Sedimentology-I. B. Singh. 

Palaeontology-S. P. Jain, A. Sahni, S. N. Singh, K. S. Soodan, K. K. Tandon. 

Petrography-S. K. Babu, A. Ghosh, T. K. Ghosh, G. K. B. Navale. 

Palaeogeography-K. P. Jain, R. K. Kar. 
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