A NEW CONIFER FOSSIL FROM VEMAV AR A}
CRETACEOUS), ANDHR AVARAM

Genus —ELATOCLADUS Halle 1913

Elatocladus vemavaramensis Sp. nov,

Figs. 1,2

Diagnosis—Leafy twig, 3.2 x 1.4 cm in
size. Stem prominent, 2 mm wide, mostly
concealed by decurrent leaf bases. Leaves
bifacial, fairly thick, linear-oblong, 4-6 mm
long and 1.5-2 mm wide, spirally arranged,
closely occurring in one plane. Margin of
leaves entire, base contracted, twisted and
prominently decurrent, apex obtuse. Midrib
prominent, persisting up to apex.

holotype.

vemavaramensis  Sp.;
BSIP specimen no. 56540, X 1; Fig. 2. Same
specimen enlarged, x 2.

Figure |— Elatocladus
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Holotype—Specimen No. BSIP 36540.

_ Locality—Vemavaram, Parkashan Dist-
rict, Andhra Pradesh.

. Horizon & age—Vemavaram Shale,
Early Cretaceous.

Comparison— Elatocladus vemavaramensis is
characterised by bifacial fairly thick and
stout leaves, bhaving a thick midrib and
decurrent contracted. twisted base. In a
combination of these characters it differs
from the already known species of the
genus. However, E. conf rtus (Oldham &
Morris) Halle (Bose & Banerji, 1984) matches
with the present species in having closely
arranged leaves and decurrent base, but it
differs in having comparatively small and
narrow leaves and their ‘swept-back’ nature.
E. vemavaramensis resembles E. jabalpurensis
(Feistmantel) Sahni (Bose & Banerji, 1984)
in having stout stem. However, the former
has comparatively stiff, small and thick
leaves with prominent midrib and strongly
decurent twisted base.
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