
RARE A.ND ENDEMIC SPECIES OF IXORA L. (RUBIACE AE ) 
IN INDIA 

TARIQ HUSAIN & S. R . PAUL 

Taxonomy & H erbarium Section, JVational Botanical Research Institute. Lucknow 226 001 , India 

Abstract 

. F~)Urteen rare _an~ en1emic I°:dian species of lxora L. are listed in the present communicati on . T he d1 stnbut10n , rarity and endemism c f each taxon inferred after th e scrutiny of specimem from different herbaria is also discussed. 

Introduction 

Ixora L. is a gerus of small trees, shrubs 
and subshrubs, comprising about 400 taxa 
largely pantropic in distribution and with 
the greatest diversity of species seen in 
south-east Asia. 

During the revisionary study of the 
g~nus lxora, authors have recognised 43 spe
cies from the Indian region. Besides the 
enumeration of various species of Ixo ra in 
Hooker's Flora Brit. India (1880) as well as 
several regional floras and subsequent 
account of some new species and check lists, 
Bremekamp (1937a, 19376, 1938 , 1959) and 
Corner (1941) have dealt with effecti vely, 
various taxa of the genus, but their studies 
are mainly confined to the Malaysian ele
ments. However, Balakrishnan and Vasu
deva Rao ( 1983) have recently listed atleast 
six such taxa from the Andam::1.11 and Ni co
bar Islands, which have not been collected 
again after the type or original collection. 
The present paper is infact a critical assess
ment of only rare and endemic Jxora-based 
chiefly on the scrutiny of the specimens 
from In::1ian as well as important foreign 
herbaria during the revisionary treatment 
of the Indian taxa. 

Of the total 43 Jxora species occurring 
in India fourteen are endemic--seven con
fi'1ed t o South India , _ as many as six to the 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands alone and 
onlv 0 ·1e to the north-eastern India. As 
revealed by our Studies, most of the ende
mic taxa are rare and even threatened to 
some extent as evidently these taxa are so 
far known 0 ,ly through the type collec tions 

or still remain very poorly represented m 
the herbaria . 

Rare and endemic taxa 

1. b ::ora andam.ensis Brem., J. Bot. 75 260. 
1937. 

Distribution- India : Endemic to Anda
man and Nicobar Islands. 
The species i s so far known only from 
it s type collection. 
Representative specimen- Andaman and 
Nicoba r Islands : C. E. Parkinson s .n ., 
Andamans , Havelock Islands ( type, DD) . 

2. [xora anthreantha Brem., Indian For. 
85(7): 372-373, 1959. 

Distribution- India : Probably endemic 
only to West Bengal and Assam. 
Apparently it has not been collected 
again during the last 50 years but its 
distribution is likely to extend further 
to the adjoining forests a1ong the Indo
Burma border. 
R epresentative specimens-West Bengal : 
.M. V. Laurie s.n., Sukna , May, 1940 
(type, DD); Assam (Burma border) : 
D. E. Birnard 21, Ledo, April , 1935 
(BM). 

3. l xora beddomei Husain & Paul, Candol
lea 41: 87-88. f. 1: 1-5; f. 4: A-B, 1986. 
Distrzbution-India : Endemic to South 
India (Kerala). 

This rece.'1.tly described species is so far 
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k,10,vnon ly from it ~ type loca lity. 
R :pres :1i!a l iv_, s/Jccimmr ~South India 
Kc1·,da : R. H . Beddome 3909 , Mally 
Dist. , , vyn ~1~td (hnlot yp :: . ll!vL isotypc, 
K ) . 

4-. h:ora hrtume •<:Cns K.ur :1. , J. Asiat. Soc . 
B engal 41 : ' 3 17. IH 72; Kurz, Contr. 
Burcn :L F l. l ·P, 1875. 

D i/tribulion - lnd ia: Endemic to Ando1.-
11n.n :1nd N icoba r I <:. lands. 
R ,p ,-c.nztativc sp&cimms- Though endemic 
b ~l t "'cl l n:p .-,'. se ·1ted in several he ··baria , 
Yi z .. PBL. DD , CAL , MH, BM & L. 

5. b..ora capitu1iflora B··em,]. Bot. 15: 297 , 
1937. . 

Di 1tribution-India : E ndemic to Anda
m an and Nicobar Islands . 
. --\p pacentlv a r"are endemic species but 
apart from . its type locality aho known 
th rough o·ne more collection. 
Representative specimen1-Andam3.n and 
Nicob1.r Islands _: _C. E Parkinson 1198, 
Andam:tns, 1916 (type, DD); J. H. Lace 
2818, South A".lda:nan Islands, 25 April, 
1905 (DD). 

6. Ixora hymmophylla Brem., J. Bot. 75 : 
323, 1937. 

Distribution-India : Endemic to Anda
man and Nicobar Is lands. 

It is so far known only through the 
type co1kction. 
R epresentative specimen-Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands : M.C. Bonig 198, Great 
Nicobar, 1914 (type, DD) . 

7. lxorajohnsoni Hook. f., Fl. Brit. India 3 
139, 1880. 

Di>trioution-fodia : Endemic to South 
India (K~rala). 

Besides the type, the ~:pecies is 
known th rough two more collec1 ions 
m ade by C. C. Ualdcr in l9J S and 
G. S. Pur i j n l 9 .J 7. 
R.epresm .1ativ1J s/Je cimens---Soutl1 l1uli a : 
K crala : Johnson I ()(i6, Near Wcun. a 
Mala , Cochin, 13 Feb. , 1 B65 (t ypc , }(); 
G. S. Puri l )324, Pc(' rrnadc, I !3 Feb,, 
1957 (BSl); C. C, Calder I 1G3, Travan
core, K on i , 1-5 m, 2') March , I 91 ~, 
(CAL). 

IJ . [xora kalc/tafensis Husa in & Paul , 
JJ{u.mea 30 : l 53- 156. l 984·. 

Distribution- India : Endemic to A'1da-
1nan and Ni co b a r I slands 

The species has hci;n recently dec,cribcd 
by thG authors from N() rtl, J\n<lamans. 

Representative sJJe cirnens-Andaman and 
Nicobar Isl ands: North Nicobar~: P. Chakra
bo, ty 1134·, K1.tchal I slands, sea level , '22 
April, 1974 (holotype, PBL) ; N . Bhargava 
5031 Kamorta Islands,± 15m, 22 Ylay1 

1977'; N. P. Balahishnan 5325, L am ia Bay to 
R amnag1.r, sea level, '29 March , 1977 ; P. 
Chokraborty 5305) K a tchal I slands, K apanga, 
'/..7 Feb., 1977 (PBL). 

9. Ixora lawsoni Gamble, Kew Bull. 1920 : 
247. 1920; Gamble, Fl. Madras 2(4) : 
630("repr."445) , 1921. 

Distribution-India : Endemic to South 
India (Kerala). 

A very rare species and so far k 1own 
o:1ly through its type collection. 

Representative specimen-South Lidia : 
Kerala : M. A. Lawson 43, Wynaad, Manan
toddy, 1000 m, Jan ., 1884 (type, NlH) . 

10. lxora m~rcaraica Husain & Paul, Can
dollea 41: 83. f. l: 6-10; f. 4: C-D: 
1986. 

Distribution-India : Endemic to South 
India (Karhataka). 

Recently described by the authors and 
so far known through its only type collec
tion. 

Representative specimens-South India : 
Karnataka : Hohenacker 439a , Mercara, 18+7 
(holotype, BM; i sotypc , K). · 

11 . Jxora monticola Gamble, K ew Bull. 
1920; Ga mble, Fl. Madras2 (4) : 631 
("rrpr." 445). 1921; Hns;iin. Taxon 
38(2) : 296, 1989. 

Dis/ ribution- Inr\ ia : E ndcmic to South 
Indi a (Ker ala & Ta mil N:\d n) . 

Hipresenta/ i 111: sp,·r i111c1t.-.;- Th t..' sp1..:c i~s is 
known Lhroll~h scvc r:1l spGcimcn" in ~lH & 
C!\L. 

l ~. /.\'ol 'tt 110/nnian11 Wall. ex G Don, Gdn. 
,\)st. 3: 5 71, 1 WH-. 

Distribution - lndia : Endemic to South 
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I.11dia ( K c1. rnatak1. , Kci·ala & T a mil Nadu). 
Representative sjJecimens-It is w.~ 11 rep rc

sent~d through severa l spec imen '- in MJ--J, 
DD, CAL, BSI and L. 

13 . Ixora fa ulicrf' £ Gaml> lc, K ew Bull . 1920 : 
247. 1920: Gambk, Fl l\,fadra s 2(4) : 
630 ("rcpr ." 4•-l- ~l). 192 1 ; Husa in , 
Ta.,:on 38(2) : '.296 , 1989 . 

Disl ribution- IndiJ : Endem ic to South 
Ind ia (Ta m il Nadu). 

. .\ r ,1.r c spec ies a nd hithe rto know n only 
by thre~ o ld gath erings from Pulney Hills 
a nd Ni lgiri s. 

Representative specimens-South India : 
T amil Nadu : A . Sauliere 684, Madurai Dt., 
Pufri•~Y H ills, 19 14 (l•:'!ctotyp e, MH; .i solc:c to
ty p e , K ); A . Sauliere 637 , Puln~y Hills, 1914 
(syntyp :::. K ); M .. A . Lawson s. ·1 . , Nilgiris , 
I 800 m , 1885 (MH) . 

14. Ixora tenu.ifolia Brem , J,z ,Jian For . 85(7): 
374, 1959. 

Distribution-Io.i ia : Endemic to Ariela
man a 11d Nicob ar I slands . 

A very rare species known so far only 
throug h its type collec tion . 

R ~presentative specimen-Anda man and 
Ni cobar Islap.ds : B. Subramanyam ) 3049, 
GreJ.t Nicobar, Gala thea Bay (type, DD). 
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