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Abstract

Fourteen rare and endemic Indian species of Ixora L. are listed in the present com-

munication.

The distribution, rarity and endemism of each taxon inferred after the

scrutiny of specimens from different herbaria is also discussed.

Introduction

Ixora L. is a gerus of small trees, shrubs
and subshrubs, comprising about 400 taxa,
largely pantropic in distribution and with
the greatest diversity of species seen in
south-east Asia.

During the revisionary study of the
genus Ixora, authors have recognised 43 spe-
cies from the Indian region. Besides the
enumeration of various species of Ivora in
Hooker’s Flora Brit. India (1880) as well as
several regional floras and subsequent
account of some new species and check lists,
Bremekamp (1937a, 1937b, 1938, 1959) and
Corner (1941) have dealt with effectively,
various taxa of the genus, but their studies
are mainly confined to the Malaysian ele-
ments. However, Balakrishnan and Vasu-
deva Rao (1983) have recently listed atleast
six such taxa from the Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands, which have not been collected
again after the type or original collection.
The present paper is infact a critical assess-
ment of only rare and endemic xora—based
chiefly on the scrutiny of the specimens
from Indian as well as important foreign
herbaria during the revisionary treatment
of the Indian taxa. ' )

Of the total 43 Ivora species occurring
in India fourteen are endemic—seven con-
fized to South India, as manyas six to the
Andaman & Nicobar Islands alone and
only oie to the north-eastern India. As
revealed by our studies, most of the ende-
mic taxa arerare and even threatened to
some extent as evidently these taxa are so
far known o1ly through the type collections

or still remain very poorly represented in
the herbaria.

Rare and endemic taxa

I,

N

Ixora andamensis Brem., J. Bot. 75 : 260.
1937.

Distribution—India : Endemic to Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands.

The speciesisso far known only from
its type collection.

Representative specimen—Andaman  and
Nicobar Islands : ¢. E. Parkinson s.n.,
Andamans, Havelock Islands (type, DD).
Ixora  anthreantha Brem., Indian For.
85(7): 372-373, 1959.

Dustribution—India : Probably endemic
only to West Bengal and Assam.
Apparently it has not heen collected
again during the last 50 years but its
distribution islikely to extend further
to the adjoining forests along the Indo-
Burma border.

Representative specimens—West Bengal :
M. V. Laurie s.n., Sukna, May, 1940
(type, DD); Assam (Burma border) :
D. E. Bernard 21, Ledo, April, 1935
(BM).

Ixora beddome; Husain & Paul, Candol-
lea 41:87-88.f. 1:1-5; f. 4: A-B, 1986.
Distribution—India : Endemic to South
India (Kerala).

This recently described species is so far

Gzophytology, 19(2): 117—119, 1989. Issued: S=ptember 1990



118  Geophytology, 19(2)

known only from its type locality.
Represmtarive specimens -South India :
Kerala © R, . Beddome 3909, Mally
D;St‘, Wynaad (holotype, BM; isotype,
K).

Ivora bruwnescens Wurz, 7. Asiat. Soc.
Bengal 41 : 317, 1872: Kurz. Contr.
Burma. I'LL 147, 1875.

Distribution ~India: Endemic to Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands.

Ropres ntative speeimens—Though endemic
but well represented in several herbaria,
viz.. PBL. DD, CAL, MH, BM & L.

Ixora capitu'iflora Brem | 7. Bot. 75: 297,
1937,

Distribution—India : Endemic to Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands.

Appareatly a rare endemic species but
apart from its type locality also known
through one more collection.
Representative specimens—Andaman and
Nicobar Islands : C. E Parkinson 1198,
Andamans, 1916 (type, DD); 7. H. Lace
2818, South Andaman Islands, 25 April,
1905 (DD).

Ixora hymenophylla Brem., J- Bot. 75 :
323, 1937.

Distribution—India : Endemic to Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands.

[tisso far known only through the
type collection.
Representative specimen—Andaman  and
Nicobar Islands : M.C. Bonig 198, Great
Nicobar, 1914 (type, DD).

Ixora johnsoni Hook. f., Fl. Brit. India 3 :
139, ~ 1880.

Di triout'on—India : Endemic to South
India (Kerala).

Besides the type, the species is
known through two morc collections
made by C.CG. Calder in 1915 and
G.S. Puri in 1957.

Represzn'ative  specimens—South  ludja

Kerala : Johnson 1066, Near Wenna
Mala, Gochin, 13 I'ch., 1865 (type, K);
G.S. Puri 15324, Pcermade, 18 I'chy,,
1957 (BSL); .. Calder 1563, "Travan-
core, Koni, 45 m, 29 March, 1915

(CAL).

8. Ivora  ka'chalensis  Husain &  Paul,
Blumea 30 + 153-156. 1984

Distribution —TInclia : Endemic to Anda-
man and Nicobar Lslands

The specics has bean recently described
by the authors from North Andamans.

Representalive specimens—Andaman  and
Nicobar Islands: North Nicobars: P. Chakra-
borty 1134, Katchal Islands, sea level, 22
April, 1974 (holotype, PBL); N. Bhargava
5031, Kamorta Islands, + 15 m, .22 May,
1977: N. P. Balakrishnan 5325, Lamia Bay to
Ramnagar, sea level, 99 March, 1977; P,
Ghakraborty 5305, Katchal Islands, Kapanga,
27 Feb., 1977 (PBL).

9. Ixora lawsoni Gamble, Kew Bull. 1920:
247. 1920; Gamble, Fl. Madras 2(4) -
630 (“‘repr.” 445), 1921.

Distribution—India : Endemic to South
India (Kerala).

A very rare species and so far kaown
oaly through its type collection.

Representative specimen—South  Iadia
Kerala : M. A. Lawson 43, Wynaad, Manan-
toddy, 1000 m, Jan., 1884 (type, MH).

10. Ixora mercaraica Husain & Paul, Can-
dollea 41: 83.f. 1: 6-10; f. 4: C-D.
1986.

Distribution—India : Endemic to South
India (Karnataka).

Recently described by the authors and
so far known through its only type collec-
tion.

Representative  specimens—South India -
Karnataka : Hohenacker 439a, Mercara, 1847
(holotype, BM; isotype, K).

11, Ixora monticola Gamble, Kew Bull.
1920; Gamble, Tl. Madras 2(4) @ 631
(“repr.” 445). 1921; Husain, Taxon
38(2) : 296, 1989.

Distribution—India : Endenic 1o South
[ndia (Kerala & Tamil Nadu).
Representalive specimens—The species s

kuown through seveval specimens in ME &
CAL.

120 Iova notoniana Wall, ¢x G Don, Gen.

Spst. 33 571, 1834,

Distribution —ndia : Lindemic to South
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India (Karnataka, Kerala & Tamil Nadu).
Representative specimens—1It is well repre-
sented  through several specimensin MM,

DD, CAL, BSI and L.

13, Ixora saulicrei Gamble, IKew Bull. 1920:
247.1920; Gamble, FI Madras 2(4)
630 (“rvepr.” 445). 1921 :
Taxon 38(2): 296, 1989,

Husain,

Distribution—India
India (Tamil Nadu).

A rare species and hitherto known only
by three old gatherings from Pulney Hills
and Nilgiris.

Representative  specimens—South India
Tamil Nadu : 4. Sauliere 684, Madurai Dt.,
Pulney Hills, 1914 (lactotype, MH; isol:cto-
type, K): A4 Sauliere 637, Pulney Hills, 1914
svatyps. Ky: M. 4. Lawson s.v., Nilgiris,
1800 m, 1885 (MH).

: Endemic to South

14+, Ixora tenuifolia Brem , Indian For. 85(7):
374, 1959,

Distribution—Iadia : Eudemic to Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands.

A very rare species knownso far only
through its type collection.

Representative specimen—Andaman and
Nicobar Islands : B. Subramanyam 23049,
Great Nicobar, Galathea Bay (type, DD)
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