SPIRAL PHYLLOTAXY IN EQUISETUM DEBILE

aves in o llquiselun ehile
The paper reports an abnormal arrang‘cm‘fﬂ_l. i’r (ll(fn:,)(n: m“,/ail/lér har,(: sxa:nall,
which grows in aquatic, semi-aquatic and xerophytic (,r)(rll 1hc e Hauke, 1963)
arranged in whorls, united at the base to form sheath roun i nbwinq in different
Number of leaves varies from 6 to 20 per whorl in the plants g .
| conditions. . : tic forms. ‘These bran-
sl s have e s in semuatc oy s bra
ches have been noticed at the time of cone formation. On closc:: C~>|<_£}m[n b renort. a late
foi:nd that these abnormal branches exhibit spiral Phyumj’;y' ]l;i'r';ﬁ;.sto(lg7l).lj W,c have
stage of spital phyllotaxy to B falulte Ias been Cornee oy o Ne O (Ticttias. 1.5, A
recorded several early and late stages of spiral phyllotaxy in e deoTie re not definitelsy
what stage and how the spiral phylletaxy is formed in this gc_m‘;‘b, [ a whorl at the
known. It has been observed that at an early stage, one of the lea Of :lh-wsélmc whorl
node enlarges. This enlarged leaf does not ﬁ.xse wph 0!h¢r leaves fp . Cf Hins mrith
but fuses with the leaves of the next whorl. This unique interwhorl fusion fo o
spatial distoration transmitted up to the shoot. Spiral phyllolaxy‘ continues ‘up +
2 : it , lly or gets dried up. The present
5 nodes. Later, this branch either behaves normally or g B ebile
account reveals that the spiral phyllotaxy is of common occurrence in . debule.

Fig. 1—Normal branch. x nat. size; Fig. 2—Abnormal br:_a.ncl‘l showing carly stage of spiral
x nat. size; Fig. 3—Abnormal branch showing late stage of spiral phyllotaxy, x nat. size.
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